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ITEM 2.1: POLICY AND RESOURCES STRATEGY – 2013/14 – 2015/16 - REVENUE 
BUDGET (see pages 1 – 63 of the main agenda) 
 
 

QUESTIONS ON THE REPORT 
 

 
1. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND 

COMMUNITY SAFETY FROM COUNCILLOR TOBY ECKERSLEY 
 

Would the cabinet member for finance, resources and community safety 
indicate what steps the council is taking to reduce the unfair burden on 
Southwark of the current arrangements for the Lea Valley Regional Park levy, 
noting the recent initiative by Greater London Authority member Richard Tracey 
on this matter? 

 
2. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND 

COMMUNITY SAFETY FROM COUNCILLOR ANDY SIMMONS 
 

The budget report identifies savings of £750,000 arising from the acquisition of 
the council’s Tooley Street offices.  Can the cabinet member confirm if there 
are any plans to use this money in the near future? 

Agenda Item 2.1
1



 
 
ITEM 3.1 – COUNCIL TAX SETTING REPORT 2013/14 (see pages 64 - 76 of the 
main agenda) 
 
 

ADDENDUM REPORT 
 
Typographical change to the Council Tax Setting Report 
 
On page 65 of the main agenda, in paragraph 13 the council tax requirement for 
2013/14 refers to the “estimated 2013/13 collection fund deficit”, this should read 
“surplus”. 
 
A revised version of paragraph 13 is set out below: 
 
13. Southwark’s council tax requirement for 2013/14 is then calculated as follows: 
 

 £ 

Total Budget requirement 327,771,760 
Less retained business rates  (57,175,620) 
Less business rates top-up (43,278,478) 
Less revenue support grant (152,150,265) 
Less estimated 2012/13 collection fund 
surplus deficit 

(900,000) 

Council tax requirement 74,267,397 

 
Note: The change is shown with underlining and the deletion with a strikethrough. 

Agenda Item 3.1
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ITEM 3.2 – TREASURY MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2013/14 INCLUDING 
ANNUAL INVESTMENT STRATGEY, PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS AND ANNUAL 
MINIMUM REVENUE PROVISION STATEMENT (see pages 77 - 100 of the main 
agenda) 
 
 

ADDENDUM REPORT 
 
Typographical change to the Annual Investment Strategy (Appendix A) (see 
pages 86 – 93 of the main agenda) 
 
In paragraph 23, line four, delete “paragraph 2” and insert “paragraphs 9 – 19”. 

Agenda Item 3.2
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AMENDMENTS 
 

 
2.1. POLICY AND RESOURCES STRATEGY 2013/14 – 2015/16 REVENUE BUDGET 

(see pages 1 - 63 of the main agenda) 
 
 
AMENDMENT A 
 
Moved: Councillor Anood Al-Samerai 
Seconded: Councillor Graham Neale 
 
Insert new paragraphs 1 – 5:  
 
1. Protecting the vulnerable 

Southwark Council recognises that the economic mess left by the last Labour 
government means there are difficult decisions to be made.  This document 
sets out the alternative choices that the council should make to ensure it 
protects the most vulnerable people in our community and preserves effective 
delivery of basic council services. 

 
2. Targeted spending  

Spending on school meals should be targeted at those who really need it.  
Savings should be made by ending the free school lunches for children of 
wealthier parents or those who live outside of Southwark.  Only the necessary 
amount of cash should be put into a contingency pot, and five posts should be 
cut from the cabinet and deputy cabinet. These savings would allow the council 
to get the basics right and protect the most vital services and vulnerable people 
in Southwark. 

 
3. Getting the basics right  

Funding should not be cut to street cleaning, the anti-social behaviour unit and 
noise teams.  The council should protect funding for school crossing patrols; for 
day centres and lunch clubs; for housing services and for voluntary sector 
projects.  Schemes to tackle worklessness and support local businesses should 
be invested in to help reignite our economy and get people back to work.  The 
council should ensure local residents benefit from the legacy of the London 
Olympics by building on the successful Community Games to deliver outreach 
sports projects in our estates and community centres. 

 
4. Giving power back to communities  

The council should stop hoarding power and recognise the value that local 
people can play in taking decisions about their communities.  The budget for 
community councils should be safeguarded with individual areas identifying 
savings and the council should protect funding for scrutiny to ensure that 
council blunders can be halted and reversed.  Residents should have a real 
influence in council spending in their area through a ‘Community Chest’ of 
£50,000 per ward. 

 
5. A Liberal Democrat alternative  

The alternative choices laid out above would protect the basic services that 
make a real difference to local people; end the scandal of Southwark Council 
squandering its cash on unnecessary give-away policies; and devolve power 
into the hands of the local communities who know their area the best. 

Agenda Item 4
4



 
Renumber subsequent paragraphs. 
 
In existing paragraph 3 (new 8) – Add at end “subject to the changes detailed in the 
following schedules being made to appendices of the cabinet report.” 
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AMENDMENTS 
 

 
2.1. POLICY AND RESOURCES STRATEGY 2013/14 – 2015/16 REVENUE BUDGET (see 

pages 1 - 63 of the main agenda) 
 
 
AMENDMENT B 
 
Moved: Councillor Lewis Robinson 
Seconded: Councillor Michael Mitchell 
 
On page 1 of the agenda, in paragraph 3, delete and insert: 
  

“Agree the recommendations of the 12 February 2013 cabinet for a general fund 
budget for 2013/14 and council tax for 2013/14, subject to the items set out on the 
attached schedule and the following exceptions, so as to protect reserves and 
balances: 
 

(a) On page 9 of the agenda, in paragraph 9 of the cabinet recommendations 
(Welfare Hardship Fund) delete "£800k" and insert "£400k". 

 
(b) On page 9 of the agenda, in paragraph 11 of the cabinet recommendations 

(Youth Fund) delete "and confirm the commitment to provide resources for 
the Youth Fund for a further three years to 2016/17". 

 
(c) On page 9 of the agenda, delete paragraph 12 of the cabinet 

recommendations (new Business Support Fund)."  
 
Insert new paragraph 4: 
 

"4. In the light of the exceptional risks arising from the transfer of public health 
functions, and from the "no recourse to public funds" matters referred to in 
paragraph 97 of the policy and resources report to cabinet on 29 January 2013, 
cabinet is instructed to monitor expenditure in these areas with particular 
attention and to issue a report to council assembly on such expenditure and 
related matters for consideration by council assembly no later than 30 November 
2013." 
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